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1. Public Education and Outreach – Municipalities are required to provide educational material about stormwater 

to four audiences (residents, industry, businesses/commercial, and construction). The purpose of the educational 
material is to provide the targeted audience information about stormwater and how their actions may impact it. The 
permit requires two separate messages distributed to each audience during the five-year permit term.

2. Public Participation – Municipalities are required to at least annually provide an opportunity for the public to 
participate in the development/implementation of their stormwater management program. Notices must comply 
with local and state public notice requirements.

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination – Municipalities are required to find and eliminate sources of pollution 
from their drainage system. The permit requires a proactive rather than a reactive approach. Municipalities are 
expected to systematically look in their drainage system for pollution sources and remove them. Part of this 
requirement includes development of system wide drainage system map.

4. Management of Construction Site RunoP – Municipalities are required to have a bylaw requiring management of 
stormwater discharges from construction sites that disturb one or more acres of land. Local code should include 
requirements for projects to implement sediment and erosion control practices.

5. Management of Post Construction Site RunoP (New Development and Redevelopment) – Municipalities are required 
to have a bylaw that regulates stormwater runoP from new development and redevelopment projects that disturb 
one or more acres of land. The goal of this measure is to manage stormwater where it falls and retain it on site. This 
control measure encourages the use of low impact development techniques and requires the retention or treatment 
of runoP on site using green infrastructure practices.

6. Good Housekeeping in Municipal Operations – Municipalities are required to implement good housekeeping 
practices in municipal operations such as those related to vehicle and equipment, open space, buildings and 
infrastructure maintenance. The permit requires at least annual street sweeping and optimization of catch basin 
cleaning. Development of pollution prevention plans are required at waste management facilities and maintenance 
garages not already regulated by another EPA NPDES permit.

A D D I T I O N A L  P E R M I T T I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N  A V A I L A B L E  A T : 
HTTP://WWW3.EPA.GOV/REGION1/NPDES/STORMWATER/MS4_MA.HTML 
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• Stormwater Budget (Department of Public Works budget line item)
• State Grants: 604b, 319, MVP, PARC (competitive source)
• Federal Grants: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (competitive source)
• Stormwater Utility Program (future funding source)      

1. Table from EPA: https://www3.epa.gov/region1/npdes/stormwater/ma/ma-ms4-checklist-1st-yr-req.pdf
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