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LOS ANGELES (KABC) -- 

NEWS

5 LOS ANGELES HIGH SCHOOLS TO 

REPLACE FIELDS AFTER TURF 

MELTED

Sports fields at five Los Angeles high schools will be replaced after the plastic that made the base of the 
synthetic turf fields melted into clumps.
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Sports fields at five Los Angeles high schools will be 

replaced after the plastic that made the base of the synthetic fields melted into 

clumps.

El Camino Real, Fairfax and Sotomayor high schools have all begun to replace the 

fields, forcing football teams to play away from home. Field repairs are 

scheduled in September for Diego Rivera High and after this season at 

Washington Prep.

The once beautiful, million-dollar, synthetic football field at Sotomayor Learning 

Academies has sat unused for about two years. The plastic in the synthetic field 

melted under the punishing sun and had to be ripped up.

Now, the Los Angeles County Unified School District is finally replacing the field.

"We're looking at the beginnings of our field reconstruction," said Sotomayor 

Learning Academies Principal Ricardo Mayorga.

All five synthetic turf fields failed after the plastic foam beads melted into 
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clumps. LAUSD said it noticed the problem about three years ago and deemed 

the fields off-limits to students.

"We always err on the side of caution. If it looks like it was going to be in an 

unsafe condition, we took them out of service," said Mark Hovatter, chief 

facilities executive for the LAUSD.

Mayorga says it's been tough for athletes hitting the road every game.

"It's been a frustration for our athletic director and for our teams, our soccer 

teams, you know, championship team, our football team," he said.

The district says it's working with Regal Field, a Chinese company that 

manufactured the synthetic material, to pay for a portion of the cost to install 

the new football fields. The schools installed the fields within the last five years.

The company allegedly offered an eight-year warranty on its work, but some of 

the fields have melted since then.

"They've already offered us some amount of money, we just didn't think it was 

enough," Hovatter said.

The district plans to have new turf on all five fields by the end of the year.

"We're on the final stages on several of them. One of the issues [was] we were in 

debate with the manufacturer about who should pay for the replacements and 

rather than have our students suffer and not have a place to play, we decided to 

go ahead and front the money, and now we're seeking reimbursement from the 

manufacturer," Hovatter said.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Related Topics:

news lausd sports high school education Los Angeles Los Angeles County

(Copyright ©2015 KABC-TV. All Rights Reserved.) 

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

UCLA student identified in Westwood 
homicide investigation 
Updated 39 mins ago 

Suspect wanted in Hemet double homicide 
caught in Tijuana 
Updated 2 hrs 3 mins ago 

Teens sentenced to 4 years in stabbing 
death of 17-year-old in Sherman Oaks 
Updated 45 mins ago 

1st confirmed death from West Nile virus in 
Orange County 

Police seek public's help in San Bernardino 
shooting death 
Updated 2 hrs 13 mins ago 

World's oldest panda gets ice cake for his 
birthday 

LA City Council declares homelessness an 
emergency 

MORE NEWS 

 MAP MY NEWS

TOP VIDEO
Teens sentenced to 4 
years in stabbing death of 
17-year-old in Sherman 
Oaks 
Updated 45 mins ago 

Riverside police seek 
suspect in teen's sex 
assault 
Updated 1 hr 20 mins ago 

Pope Francis arrives in 
US, faces a polarized 
country 
Updated 1 hr 12 mins ago 

Los Angeles County 
sheriff's detective to 
receive kidney transplant 
from wife 

MORE VIDEO 

ShareShare

Man Abandons Dog in Frigid 
Cold Weather

Pet MD

No Way They're 60-Plus!

AARP

The Richest Woman in the 
World is Worth $41.7 Billion

Forbes

Page 2 of 45 Los Angeles high schools to replace fields after turf melted | abc7.com

9/22/2015http://abc7.com/news/5-los-angeles-high-schools-to-replace-fields-after-turf-melted/965845/



FROM AROUND 
THE WEB
25 Shocking Images Before Disaster 

Stuck (BoredLion)

Kelley Blue Book's Top Picks for 2015 

Cars (Kelley Blue Book)

Slim Jims or Tan Grandma Legs? (Slim Jim)

15 Foods to Avoid with High Blood 

Pressure (HealthCentral)

16 Pics of Abandoned Places That Will 

Send a Chill Down Your Spine (Swifty)

Dubai Is Wonderful, but Never Ever Do 

These Things (Destination Tips)

MORE FROM 
ABC7
Video shows violent brawl between 

49ers and Steelers fans in Downey

Police investigating 15-year-old girl's 

death in Tarzana

Tony Romo placed on short-term IR, out 

until at least Nov. 22

How would you survive these awkward 

family moments? 'Fresh Off the Boat' cast 

answers

Officers Step In at Wedding for Daughter 

of Slain Deputy

Ex-pro baseball player arrested in Corona 

double murder

Recommended by

22 Comments �1

• •

FreddyFuego •

Lol you trust a chinese company to honor its warrenty? And you trust them 

even more to repay you the money fronted to redo these fields? With all 

this money wasted you could have a natural grass field and water it while 

still saving money.

• •

Jay •

Lowest bidder.

• •

Tired_Libertarian •

The bid process for public projects is absolutely ridiculous.

• •

Jay •

Yes, I’ve heard.

You get what you pay for.

What Cats and Dogs Can See 
that Humans Can’t: You 

Pet MD

Why Are Girls Flipping Out 
Over Kate Hudson's New 

Fabletics by Kate Hudson

15 Names That Are Going 
Extinct

ParentingCollective.com

Page 3 of 45 Los Angeles high schools to replace fields after turf melted | abc7.com

9/22/2015http://abc7.com/news/5-los-angeles-high-schools-to-replace-fields-after-turf-melted/965845/



Follow Us

Home

AccuWeather

Traffic

Video

Photos

Mobile Apps

Map My News

Los Angeles

Orange County

Inland Empire

Ventura County

California

U.S. & World

Live Video

Politics

Investigations

Consumer

Health & Food

#ABC7Eyewitness Tips

TV Listings

ABC7/Contact

Meet the News Team

Jobs/Internships

Special Olympics

Privacy Policy Children's Privacy Policy Your California Privacy Rights Terms of Use Interest-Based Ads Public Inspection File

Copyright © 2015 ABC Inc., KABC-TV Los Angeles. All Rights Reserved. 

56em/896px

Sponsored From Around the Web

Top 5 Celebrities 

Who Are Horrible 

People

Husband Says 

She "Looked Too 

Old", See Her 

Makeover 

Revenge

Diabetics: Do This 

1 Thing Before 

You Eat Sugar

Unique 

Engagement 

Rings

Search Our Site GO

Page 4 of 45 Los Angeles high schools to replace fields after turf melted | abc7.com

9/22/2015http://abc7.com/news/5-los-angeles-high-schools-to-replace-fields-after-turf-melted/965845/


